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St. Paul’s College is marked number 8 on this 1862 map of the city of Victoria, now Central district, in
which the harbor front is still at Des Voeux Road. Nearby are Government House built in 1855 (1), the
Government Secretariat built in 1847 (2), and St. lohn’s Cathedral completed in 1849 (3).
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THE MOST REVD ANDREW CHAN'S FOREWORD

Archbishop and Primate of HKSKH

This exhibit surveys the early history of our Church, the Hong Kong Sheng Kung
Hui. More broadly, this is part of the history of Christianity in China. More
particularly, it is part of the religious biography of each and every Anglican in

Hong Kong and Macao.

The story of Christianity is a human story, but it is also a story of what God has
done through those who have believed in Him in every time and place. In Hong
Kong, it is the story of missionaries from the Church Missionary Society who
brought Anglicanism to Hong Kong, the story of our first bishops beginning with
George Smith, the story of Hong Kong clergy such as Lo Sam-yuen and Matthew
Kwong Yat-Shau, and the story of the lay men and women who helped build up our
parishes, schools, welfare centers and medical facilities that the church started.
Our forebears contributed to Hong Kong society, its culture, growth and
development. Anglican Christians would never take credit for what was achieved
through their faith and work, for it was done to the greater glory of God. Ours is a
faith shaped by the Incarnation, then as now, and so it took form in the lives of the
men and women, and the parishes and organizations they founded. This exhibition
calls all of this to mind. It reminds us of the living faith of the Church that we
have inherited and draw strength from. With God’s help, we continue to participate

in this history as we contribute to mission and ministry in church and society.

I am grateful to the efforts of our HKSKH Archives staff, and the researchers,
interns and volunteers who work them in creating this yearly exhibition. The
Archival Advisory Committee, continues to review and contribute to the work of
our work. We are most fortunate have this Archive. Although it is small, we have a
rich collection of documentary materials, letters, reports, photographs, books and

artifacts from which almost all the materials in this exhibition has been drawn.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE EXHIBITION

Christian historians have sometimes referred to the nineteenth century as the

“Great Century” because this was the time when Christianity spread all over the
world, by missionaries from all churches and denominations. It has also been called

“the long nineteenth century,” ending with the beginning of World War | in 1914,
because it was only then that many of the issues that had begun in the nineteenth
century were resolved. European and North American Christianity spread to all
corners of the globe in the 18th and 19th centuries, born by colonialism and Western
political, economic, and military power. In the process, Protestant Christianity took

root alongside Roman Catholicism all over the world.

It was in this context that Anglicanism and other churches and denominations came
to China, beginning with the arrival of Robert Morrison in 1807 (Exhibit 1). Morrison
was a Presbyterian but his work influenced all Christian denominations in China.
Morrison is best known for his early work in Bible translation, in which he drew on the
assistance and creative work of Chinese Roman Catholics. Here on display is the
dictionary he edited, which became the model for Chinese-English dictionaries for

the next hundred years.

The exhibition on which this catalogue is based focuses on Anglican beginnings in
Hong Kong, 1842 - 1912. It is by no means comprehensive but focuses on materials we
have in the HKSKH Archives. This starts with the signing of the Treaty of Nanjing
between Great Britain and China on 29 August 1842, ending the First Opium War.
This was the first of the so-called Unequal Treaties which were shameful acts of
aggression against Chinese sovereignty. Among other things, the treaty ceded Hong

Kong to Britain.

The following year, Vincent Stanton arrived in Hong Kong as the first Colonial
Chaplain. The Rev'd. Stanton arrived with his wife Lucy Ann in Hong Kong in
December 1843, which may be said to mark the beginning of the Anglican presence in
Hong Kong (Exhibit 2). Stanton was here less than ten years, but he did much in
supporting the building of both St. lohn’s Cathedral and St. Paul’s College. He
continued his support in England for the rest of his life. Among the items on display
is a small pamphlet containing two sermons he preached at St. lohn’s Cathedral

before he left Hong Kong.

St. lohn’s Cathedral was the first Anglican Church in Hong Kong and became the
Cathedral of the Diocese of Victoria and later South China (Exhibit 3). This year



we celebrate the 175th anniversary of its founding. Of special interest on display is a
drawing of the cathedral, “the new church, Victoria town,” not yet named, which
appeared in a British pictorial in 1847. It is not entirely accurate, but it gives a sense

of its grandeur.

Schools and education, especially for the poor, have always been an important
priority for the HKSKH (Exhibit 4). St. Paul's College (1851) was founded in the
present-day Bishop’s House, just a few years after St. lohn’s Cathedral. Girls’
schools and the education of women were especially important for the Church, to
raise their status in society. The Diocesan Girls’ School was started in Kowloon in
1860, followed by the Diocesan Boy’s School nine years later. St. Stephen’s College in
Stanley was opened in 1903, and St. Stephen’s Girls’ College just a short distance
from St. Paul’s College was started in 1906.

The Letters Patent of 1849 is the founding document of the Diocese of Victoria and
of what became the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui (Exhibit 5). It deserves careful study
for what it says and what it does not say. The paper is very fragile and the black ink
has been oxidized to a brownish color. It established the diocese which was necessary
to have the City of Victoria. Here for the first time we have a Chinese translation of

the original English version.

George Smith (1815-1871) was the first Bishop of the Diocese of Victoria (Exhibit 6).
He served from 1849-1865. He had been sent to China by the Church Missionary
Society (CMS) five years earlier and he was somewhat surprised to have been
appointed bishop. Bishop Smith, like all Hong Kong bishops in the 19th century, were
CMS men, and they endowed the work of the Church with its strongly evangelical
character. They saw education, social welfare and medical care as part of the work
of evangelism and church building. Bishop Smith travelled widely in South China and

made at least one episcopal visit to lapan.

Iohn Shaw Burdon (1826-1907) was the third and longest serving Bishop of Victoria in
the 19th century. He served for 23 years, from 1874-1897 (Exhibit 7). Before he
became bishop, he worked in Shanghai, Peking and other places. In Peking, he worked
with S. I. loseph Schereschewsky, from the American Episcopal Mission, on the
translation of the first complete Book of Common Prayer into Chinese. It is not just a
translation, but a combination of the 1662 English Prayer Book and the early
American Prayer Book. They also worked together on an early translation on the
Bible, Schereschewsky translating from the Hebrew Bible and Burdon working on the
Greek New Testament. As Bishop of Victoria, Burdon continued to work on the
translation, and on display we have his 1879 version of the Book of Common Prayer .

He also visited the mainland regularly (especially Fukien) and did evangelical work in



Kowloon.

Bishop Samuel Isaac loseph Schereschewsky (1831-1906) had no direct connection
with Hong Kong or South China, but through his translation and educational work he
had an important influence on the HKSKH and Protestant Christianity more generally
(Exhibit 8). He was a Lithuanian lew who emigrated to the United States, converted
to Christianity and became a missionary of the Episcopal Church, based in Shanghai.
After he became Bishop of Shanghai in 1877, he founded St. lohn’s College in 1879. In
1881, he suffered a stroke and resigned as Bishop, but he continued to work on
translations into Chinese, lapanese and Mongolian until his death. His Feast Day is

celebrated in the liturgical calendar of the Episcopal Church on October 14.

St. Stephen’s Church is the mother church of Anglicanism in South China (Exhibit 9).
Founded in 1865, all of the other Chinese parishes in Hong Kong and Guangzhou
(canton), were related to some extent to St. Stephen’s, especially through the
Chinese clergymen who began their ministry at St. Stephen’s. The first deacon
ordained in Hong Kong was Lo Sam Yuen in 1863, but he was never made a priest.
Matthew, Kwong Yat Shau was the first ordained Chinese deacon and priest in Hong
Kong and initially served at St. Stephen’s. In Kowloon, he preached at the Gospel
Halls which later became our present Holy Trinity and All Saints Cathedrals. He also
did other work there in education and social welfare. Rev'd. Kwong was the author
of one of the earliest tracts we have from Chinese clergy, and which is on display in
this exhibition, A Clear Defense of the True Way (1915). A full parish history of St.
Stephen’s has recently been published by Chen Ruiwen, a researcher at the HKSKH

Archives.

The Mission to Seafarers has been an important part of the mission of Anglicanism
all over the world (Exhibit 10). In Hong Kong, the former St. Peter’s Church (1871), a
lithograph of which is on display here, was designated for seafarers and had a full
time chaplain in 1885. The mission also had a launch to connect to ships in anchorage
in 1881. The Mission to Seafarers continues to this day, and its headquarters are now

being redeveloped.

In the 19th century, the Diocese of Victoria claimed to include all of China as well as
lapan. Fukien (Fujian) was an important part of this diocese, and from the late
nineteenth century onwards, Fujian had a growing Anglican community, primarily in
the north, around the city of Foochow (Fuzhou) (Exhibit 11). Fujian was closely
related to Hong Kong Anglicanism, and our bishops made regular visits for
confirmations and ordinations. It became an independent diocese in 1906, and in
terms of parishes and church members, it was always the largest in China. On display

here is a Book of Common Prayer in the Fujian dialect, presented to the HKSKH



Archives by a pastor in Fuzhou a few years ago.

In southern Fujian, across from the city of Amoy (Xiamen) is Gulangyu, which is
known as the “Island of Music,” for its famous musical heritage (Exhibit 12).
Especially important for Anglicans is it’s the island’s Christian music and hymnody,
which began to develop in the nineteenth century. William Boone (1811-1864, later
Bishop of Shanghai) of the American Episcopal Church began to develop the
Episcopal mission there. Although he stayed for only a few years, his wife was buried
in the missionary cemetery on Gulangyu. Even today, you can hear violins and pianos
playing as you walk the streets and alleys of the island. It was an important centre
for the introduction of Western church music to China and the contextualization of

Chinese hymns.

Bishop loseph Charles Hoare (1851-1906) became the fourth bishop of Hong Kong in
1898, and the first bishop born after the creation of the Diocese of Victoria (Exhibit
13). As with all other Hong Kong bishops he was associated with the CMS - he had
been a missionary in Chekiang (Zhejiang) for 22 years - and was strongly evangelical
in his churchmanship. As bishop, he gave special attention to evangelism in Hong
Kong and theological education and expanded the work of the consular chaplaincies
up and down the China coast. In 1906, he and the four students and the boatman
with him, died tragically in a typhoon when the boat carrying them capsized. Of
particular interest in this exhibit is the prayer and writing desk of Bishop Hoare, on
loan from the St. Stephen’s Girls’ School.

The Chinese Anglican Church Body Incorporation Ordinance (1902) meant that
Chinese could legally become Anglicans and that Anglican parishes were given a
formal legal governing structure recognized by the Church of England (Exhibit 14).
This is one of the many government ordinances and amendments related to the
HKSKH that were approved in the 19th and 20th centuries. Although Anglicanism
was never the established church in Hong Kong as it was in England, the church had

a relationship with the Hong Kong government which was in some ways unique.

Before the formation of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui (CHSKH, the Holy Catholic
Church of China) in 1912, the various Anglican and Episcopal dioceses formed in the
19th and early 20th centuries came from different churches in the United States,
Great Britain, and Canada, and later Australia. The dioceses had different origins,
different structures, different schools and other organizations, without any real
relationships with one another. Each had their own bishops, but there was no
overarching church authority. The bishops realized that this created problems. What
happened if a priest or a church member moved from one part of China to a

different province? What if there were boundary disputes or conflicts between one



diocese and another? In their wisdom, British and American bishops met in 1899, 1903
and 1909 to try to foster unity and resolve jurisdictional issues. Bishop Gerard Heath
Lander (1860 - 1934) represented the Diocese of Victoria at these meetings. The

bishops came to realize that what was needed was a national church body.

And so, the Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui was founded (Exhibit 15). The First General
Synod was held at St lohn’s University in Shanghai from 18 - 26 April, 1912. Eleven
diocesan bishops were in attendance; 39 clergy, 19 of whom were Chinese; and 32 lay
people, 28 of whom were Chinese. Bishop Charles Perry Scott (1847-1927) of the
Diocese of North China was elected chair. Beginning in 1913, the different dioceses
and missionary areas held their own General Synods, including the Diocese of South
China, of which the Diocese of Victoria was a part. Of special interest in this exhibit

is a copy of the Constitutions and Canons approved at the First Special Synod.

These 14 exhibits illustrate the history of Anglican beginnings in Hong Kong and
South China. With the founding of the CHSKH the page is turned. This exhibition is
by no means comprehensive, but it offers an introduction to the history. Researchers
at the Centre for Historical Research at the HKSKH Archives are at work on a short

general history of the HKSKH, which will begin with a discussion of this period.

We would like to thank Archbishop Andrew Chan for his continued support for the
HKSKH Archives and his continuing leadership. We also want to thank the members
of the HKSKH Advisory Committee (See Page 10) and the many researchers, interns
and volunteers who have offered their views on this history and have assisted us in
the preparation of this exhibition. We, the HKSKH Archives staff, remain responsible

for any errors, oversights or misinterpretations.

Tiffany Kong, Michelle Lin, Ruiwen Chen and Philip L. Wickeri
HKSKH Archives Staff

Martin House

March 2024
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Prof. Timothy, Wong Man Kong
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A Brief Timeline of the
Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui to 1912

The Church of the East brought
Christianity to China.

Arrival of Robert Morrison
in Macau and the beginning of
Protestant Christianity in China.

ﬂ

American Episcopal Church
sent two missionaries to China.

Treaty of Nanjing
Hong Kong became a Crown
Colony of the United Kingdom.

ﬂ

Vincent Stanton was appointed as
the first Colonial Chaplain in HK.

The foundation stone was
1849 laid for St. Iohn's Cathedral.

The Diocese of Victoria was
established by Royal Letters Patent.
George Smith was consecrated at
Canterbury Cathedral on 5 May 1849
as Bishop of Victoria (1849-1864),
which included all of China and lapan.

First Service of Worship

at St. lohn's Cathedral.

Lo Sam-yuen was ordained as
the first Chinese deacon in HK.

St. Stephen’s Church,
the first Chinese Anglican Church
in South China, was founded.

Charles R. Alford was consecrated at
Canterbury Cathedral on 2 February
as the second Bishop of Victoria
(1867-1872).

lohn Shaw Burdon was consecrated at St.
Mary's Church, Lambeth on 15 March as the
third Bishop of Victoria in HK (1874-1897).
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A Brief Timeline of the

Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui to 1912

1884

!<

Matthew Fong (Kwong) Yat-shau
was ordained as the first
Chinese Anglican priest in HK.
The Anglican Mission to
Seafarers began in HK.

All Saints' Church was
established as a Gospel Hall.

1898

loseph Charles Hoare was consecrated
at St. Paul's Cathedral, London on 11
lune as the fourth Bishop of Victoria in
HK (1898-1906).

Foundation stone laid for
St. Andrew's Church.

St. Paul's Church was founded.

-

1890

Holy Trinity Church was
established as a Gospel Hall.

First meeting of the British and
American Anglican-Episcopal Bishops
in China and Korea was held in
Shanghai; subsequent meetings were
held in 1899, 1903, 1907 and 1909.

Chinese Anglican Church Body
Incorporation Ordinance

Gerard Heath Lander was consecrated
at Lambeth Parish Church on 26 lune
as the fifth Bishop of Victoria in HK
(1907-1920).

St. Mary's Church was founded.

Chung Hua Sheng Kung Hui
(The Holy Catholic Church of China)
was established in Shanghai.
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Robert Morrison and the
Morrison Dictionary

Robert Morrison (1782-1834) is usually credited with being the first
Protestant missionary in China. He arrived in Macau in 1807, he later went
to Guangzhou, and he produced one of the earliest versions of the Bible in

Chinese.

Less well known is his work on the earliest Chinese-English dictionary
(1815-1823), in three parts. This was a pioneering work and one of the
most widely used dictionaries of its time. It is arranged according to the
214 radicals, and contains more than 47,000 entries. It set the standard

for future dictionaries and was widely used by early translators.

The HKSKH Archives has one of the few sets of this dictionary in Hong
Kong. On display here are the entire set. His work on the Bible and the
dictionary was important for all missionaries in the 19th century, including

the Anglicans.

Morrison is buried at the Protestant Cemetery in Macau, just in the back
of the Morrison Chapel, where Anglican services in English are conducted

each Sunday. You can visit it the next time you are there.
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Robert Morrison
1782-1834

BEREBHEADF—RAMFEL

Robert Morrison at work on the translation of the Bible together with his Chinese assistants
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The Rev’'d. Vincent Stanton
(1817-1891)

Vincent Stanton was an impetuous youth who first came to China on his
own in 1840. He had offered himself for service in the Church Missionary
Society, but they said he was too young for CMS and still a university
undergraduate at Cambridge. He arrived in Macau, and then went to
Canton (Guangzhou) where he was arrested and imprisoned by the
authorities for his irregular and unlawful religious activities. Upon his

release, he returned to England.

He finished his education at Cambridge and was subsequently ordained a
priest in London in 1842. In January, 1843, he was appointed Colonial
Chaplain, was married in March and husband and wife sailed from London
in June. Stanton began holding worship services and raised funds for the
construction of both St. lohn’s Cathedral and St. Paul’'s College (now
Bishop’'s House), both of which opened in 1849. He returned to England in

1850, because of illness, but remained active for another four decades.

On display are two sermons that Rev'd. Stanton preached in St. lohn’s
Cathedral in 1850, and a short biography of his wife, Lucy Ann Stanton,

was written by their son.
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The Rev’d Vincent Stanton

1817-1891
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THE LIFE

MRS. LUCY ANN STANTON

BY HER SON.
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St. lohn’s Cathedral

The Cathedral Church of St. lohn the Evangelist was built between 1847
and 1849, with additions continuing in later years. It was not the first
church building in Hong Kong - the Queen’s Road Baptist Chapel had
been dedicated in 1842 - but it is the oldest church in Hong Kong, and
this year celebrates its 175th anniversary. Before the arrival of the first
colonial chaplain, Anglicans in Hong Kong were already holding prayer
services in Hong Kong. But even then, plans were being made for the
establishment of the Cathedral. The Rev'd. Vincent Stanton conducted
the first service at the Cathedral on 11 March 1849. In the following
decades, St. lohn’s became a centre of colonial life in 19th century Hong

Kong.
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RREBRES » 1842F
Queens Road Baptist Chapel, 1842

1847 F The Pictorial Times 8) TR * RA L LW /E L6 B K
Original clipping from The Pictorial Times with an image of St. lohn's Cathedral, 1847
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Schools and Education

Schools and education, especially for the poor, have always been an
important priority for the HKSKH. St. Paul’s College (1851) was founded
in the present-day Bishop’s House, just a few years after St. lohn’s
Cathedral. Girls’ schools and the education of women were special
emphases for the Church, to raise their status in society. The Diocesan
Girls’ School was started in Kowloon in 1860, followed by the Diocesan
Boy’s School nine years later. St. Stephen’s College in Stanley was opened
in 1903, and St. Stephen’s Girls’ College just a short distance from St.
Paul’s College was started in 1906. For Anglicans, the church, education

and social welfare were all part of its mission.
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EFETIZ > £91890F
St. Paul's College, c. 1890

PHREZTHERIG "RERE EALZ,

The School moto of St. Paul's College “Respect the Lord of Heaven, Love Others as Yourself”
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The Letters Patent, 1849

The Letters Patent may be regarded as the founding document of the
Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui. Authorized in 1849 by Queen Victoria, and
signed by her secretary Pepys, it established the Diocese of Victoria, to
which George Smith was appointed the first Bishop. In colonial times, you
could not found a city unless you had a Church of England Diocese, so
this document is also important for the city of Hong Kong. The Letters
Patent was not designed to do missionary work, but to establish a diocese
that would attend to the spiritual needs of members of the Church of
England in Hong Kong, for those in the government, in the military or in

the general population.
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ABELERE > £91869F
Hong Kong Upper College Road, c. 1869
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Bishop George Smith (1815-1871)

Bishop George Smith was born on lune 19, 1815 in Wellington, Somerset,
England. He graduated in Classical Literature from Oxford University in
1837 and was ordained a priest in 1840. From 1844 to 1846, as one of the
first missionaries of the Church Missionary Society (CMS), he was sent to
China, together with Thomas McClatchie, to investigate the prospects of

evangelization there.

In 1849, he received the doctorate in theology. On May 11 of the same
year, the Letters Patent proclaimed the establishment of the Diocese of
Victoria. George Smith was appointed as the first Bishop (in office 1849-
1865).

The Diocese covered the whole of China and lapan at that time. During
his bishopric, Bishop Smith traveled extensively throughout the diocese,
especially to Shanghai, Fujian, and lapan, to promote and support the
work that had already begun there. He also helped with Confirmation and
Ordination, and worked with Protestant missionaries in the Episcopal

Church and other denominations.

He died on Dec. 14,1871 at Blackheath, Kent.
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Bishop Smith

1815-1871
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The Book of Psalms of Bishop George Smith, c.1845

CHINA,

HER FUTURE AND HER PAST

A CHARGE

TR )

To the Anglican Cleray

W

TRINITY CHURCH, SHANGHAE

OCTOBEER 20, 1853

IY GEORGE BMITH, DD
BISHOP OF VICTORIA.
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China, Her Future and Her Past: Being a Charge Delivered to
the Anglican Clergy in Trinity Church, Shanghae, on October 20, 1853,
by George Smith, D.D., Bishop of Victoria
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Bishop lohn Shaw Burdon
(1826-1907)

lohn Shaw Burdon was the third bishop of the Diocese of Victoria,
following Bishop George Smith (1815-1871) and Bishop Charles Richard
Alford (1851-1906). He had been a missionary pioneer in Shanghai, Peking,
Fujian (Fukien) and Guangxi (Pakhoi) sent out by the Church Missionary
Society (CMS) of Great Britain. He was Bishop of the Diocese of Victoria
for 23 years, the third longest serving bishop in Hong Kong. His attention
was divided between the expansion of missions on the mainland and in
Hong Kong proper, and his long-term work on the translation of the Bible

and the Book of Common Prayer.

In translation work, Burdon co-operated with his good friend loseph
Schereschewsky from the American Church Mission. Later, they both
became bishops. He tried to introduce contextualization in our liturgy, by
suggesting that rice-cakes and Chinese tea be substituted for the bread
and wine used in the Eucharist. Burdon participated in Chinese society
during the late Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) as a missionary, an English
teacher, a scholar as well as a bishop. He combined the character of high
church and low church (evangelical) Anglicanism and became an example
of our broad-church Hong Kong tradition.
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Bishop Burdon
1826-1907
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Bishop Samuel Issac loseph
Schereschewsky (1831-1906)

Bishop Schereschewsky had no direct connection with Hong Kong, but he was a
close friend of our own Bishop Burdon, and his work left an indelible impact on

the HKSKH, and indeed, on Christianity in China more generally.

Schereschewsky was a Lithuanian lew who emigrated to the United States, and
eventually became an Episcopal missionary to China, and later Bishop of the
Diocese of Shanghai. His main work was translation, into Chinese, lapanese and
Mongolian. He and Bishop Burdon (1851-1906) translated the first version of
the Book of Common Prayer into Chinese (1872) . They also worked together in
translating the Bible. Schereschewsky translation of the Old Testament from
Hebrew is still the basis of the Bible in Chinese which we read in our churches
today.

He founded St. lohn’s College in 1879, which later became St. lohn’s
University, and today is the East China University of Politics and Law (%
R K EKRZ) . In 1881 he suffered a stroke, but after his recuperation he
returned to his translation work with the assistance of a Chinese and a

lapanese amanuensis.
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ROBIXAPEHFRAOTNTHEESE
Bishop Schereschewsky translated the Bible with the help of two translators

LEBEEOHKE

St. lohn's University, Shanghai
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St. Stephen’s Church and
The Rev'd. Kwong Yat Sau

In 1865, the first Bishop of Victoria George Smith (1815-1871) founded St.
Stephen’s Church on Hollywood Road, which started the Chinese Anglican
mission in Hong Kong and South China. Unlike the English-speaking
Church St. lohn's Cathedral, which symbolizes the presence of the
Anglicanism in Hong Kong, St. Stephen’'s Church was established to
propagate the gospel to the local people of Hong Kong, and thus

expressed a strong evangelical character.

Matthew, Kwong Yat Shau (1840-1912) joined the Anglican Church as a
missionary in 1883. Before that, as early as 1874, upon his return to Hong
Kong from Australia, Kwong expressed his ambition to serve the Church to
Bishop Burdon. In the meantime, he worked for other churches in Hong
Kong associated with the London Missionary Society. He was ordained as a
priest on March 9, 1884, and Kwong became the first Chinese priest of St.
Stephen’'s Church and the whole of the Hong Kong Anglican Church. He
encouraged other Chinese to seek ordination and was indefatigable in his
own ministry. In addition to his church work, he practiced Chinese

medicine and was known for his painting and calligraphy.

The history of St. Stephen’'s Church reflects its relationship to the parish,
diocese, the Church Missionary Society, Chinese Anglicanism, Hong Kong
society and the broader development of Christianity in China. It is a
micro-history of Chinese Christianity which provides the detail and

texture that cannot easily be duplicated in more general histories.
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BERZHEXEZIES » 1902F
(EAHAERKK: OFNL GO - HEH - L5 - XHE)
Ordained clergy of the Diocese of Victoria, 1902
(Seated left to right are: Ernest Barnett, Kwong Yat-shau, William Bannister,
Mok Shau-tsang, and G.A. Bunbury)

P4IRE - 1888F H K
St. Stephen’s Church, built in 1888
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St. Peter’'s Church,

Mission to Seafarers

Anglicans all over the world have, since the 19th century, been supporters
of the mission to seafarers. This is related to the expansion of the British
Empire, largely through the commanding presence of British ships, and to
a genuine pastoral concern for British seafarers and their spiritual
welfare. All the treat ports up and down the China coast had churches
and missions built for seafarers. The inter-denominational Mission to

Seafarers began in Hong Kong in 1822,

Bishop Charles Alford (1816-1898), Hong Kong's second bishop, laid the
foundation stone for St. Peter’s Church depicted in this lithograph in
1871. It had its first full time chaplain in 1885 and began operating a
launch connected to ships at anchorage in 1891. The Church was related to
the Sailor’'s Home in Sai Ying Poon, built in 1864 and demolished in 1955.

46



PHIBE
St. Peter’s Church

47



TREATY PORTS CHAPLAINCY.
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Fukien (Fujian)

Fukien was part of the Diocese of Victoria until 1906, when it became an
independent diocese and, in 1912, part of the Chung Hua Sheng Kung
Hui (CHSKH). Bishops Smith, Alford Burdon and Hoare were all bishops

of Fujian, as well as Hong Kong and other parts of South China.

In fact, Fukien had the largest concentration of Anglicans of any
diocese in China, and at one time, almost half of all Anglicans and
Anglican parishes were here, primarily in the northern part of the
province, in the area around Foochow (Fuzhou). Like Hong Kong, Fukien
was evangelized primarily, by the Church Missionary Society (CMS).
They did pioneering work in medical work and education. The Church of
England Zenana Missionary Society, which was allied with CMS, and
worked primarily with education for girls and women. In 1888, the
Dublin University Fukien Mission was established. They later took
charge of Trinity College in Fuzhou, which became an outstanding
institution of higher learning. Hong Kong and Fukien Anglicans were
particularly close, and there were many exchanges and visits in the 19th

century.
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Archdeacon Wolfe and Fujian clergy, late 1870s
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An Anglican Girls' School in Fuzhou
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Gulangyu

Gulangyu (Gulang Island) is an island off the coast of Amoy (Xiamen) in
Fujian Province southeastern China. It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site,

called the “Island of Music” for its famous music heritage.

On February 24, 1842, David Abeel (1804-1846) of the American Dutch
Reformed Church (later transferred to American Board of Commissioners for
Foreign Missions, with which the Dutch Reformed Church was then
affiliated) and William Boone (1811-1864) of the American Episcopal Church
arrived at Gulang Island and rented two small houses by the sea as their
mission station. Abeel and Boone made tours inland as far as twenty-five
miles west of the city. William Boone “spent only a few years in Amoy
(1842-1844) and then was transferred to Shanghai. His wife's body lies
buried beneath the sod in the missionary cemetery on Gulang Island with all
those at rest from their earthly labors, but whose spirits redeemed and
glorified to serve the great King in the mansions of the blessed.” After
William Boone left, David Abeel stayed on propagating the gospel in Gulang
Island.

Christian faith and music have been carried forward and handed down from
generation to generation on this island. From the 19th century until today,
Gulangyu is important for the Christian musicians it has nurtured who took

the lead in developing and contextualizing Western music in China.
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Gulangyu, Island of Music in the 19th century
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William Boone

1811-1864
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Bishop loseph Charles Hoare
(1851-1906)

Bishop Hoare became the fourth bishop of Hong Kong in 1898, and the first
bishop born after the creation of the Diocese of Victoria. He had been a CMS
missionary in Zhejiang, mainly Ningbo, where he was ordained, for 22 years.
He could read and write Chinese, and spoke the Ningpo dialect fluently. But
like all of the other bishops who preceded him, he did not learn to speak

Cantonese, the language of Hong Kong.

Hoare had a particular interest in evangelism and theological education. As
Bishop, he expanded the work of consular chaplaincies and the mission to
seafarers and worked for the greater inclusion of Chinese churches in the life

of the diocese.

In 1906, Bishop Hoare died tragically while on an evangelistic tour with four
students from St. Paul’s College in Lung Ko Tan, the New Territories. A boat
carrying them capsized in a typhoon, and all five, plus the pilot of the boat

were lost. Their remains were never recovered.
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EOEIH
Bishop loseph Charles Hoare
1851-1906

§ TO THE GLORY OF GOD | AND' IN LOVING MEMORY OF
| JOSEPH C H’\!Jl 5 | HOARE D.D.
FOURTH BISHOP OF VICTORIA HONG KONG I%’»{)B 1906

i s

HE WAS 22 YEARS MISSIONARY \I\ THE n'“'\l AR OF 1H‘-a \(:i HE
N MID-CHINA WHERE. HE FOUND-|{ WAS DROWNED WHILE RETURN-
ED THE BIBLE COLLEGE \[\rmn![\(. FROM A PREACHING TO' IR
AS BISHOP OF THIS DIOCE Ht“[ TOGETHER WITH FOUR CHINESE
HE |EXERCISED OVERSIGHT OF | STUDENTS OF S.PAULS COLLEGE
THE CHURCH IN FUHKIEN AND|DURING THE [GREAT TYPHOON
SOUTH CHINA & 3 @3¢ @ 3@ 3|18 SEPTEMBER lﬂm(f; # 35 ®3E
REMEMBER THEM THAT HAD THE RULE OVER YOU WHICH
Ml SPAKE UINTO YOU THE 'WORDIOF GODD & CONSIDERING THE ISSUE
8 OF THEIR LIFE | IMITATE THEIR FAITH JESUS CHRIST IS THE SAME
YESTERDAY AND TO DAY YEA AND FOR EVER Hebrews xii 7.8.

— - P AR -
. F Iy
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.}.I{‘

BUBEIRRLA®R

Memorial Plaque to Bishop Hoare

59



| .
SO s frd;?'.’.’frq’aﬁ- Yo <ot
Soct Picoprins S8 ot coivies covithgiy -
cund coiloantog fo #0 Clinag g omre o Soxidop of
ot 2 A et O can ol o deviaptinif
hgs oo S e b Feal t(,.,r,; Thstusserst
20 ofrs coet e o ols B2 Sites off af ey
a0 #e 007 et ox himpain ot mﬁﬁ
R < g in D itk
A
% een i oges bt f B lbint Pofriee
e n"f’lmrﬁwr. o e viay r.rrlrﬁfu’-‘t--m-)
(gfr{ v o r bl dov il Conrfiendaoefreesinl fo 1R
Cferigyoxmiits Lieidigof 400 cofrecoeds
Corrimviccviean tcoridevd v #68 Ernfines of

Yo Corrsvnaevin

(Barvionto rnet Treap i o it Fives

i veplobsd!
2 hecgrons of < her sl

Cindiferedeinr oli i oahintoe
o A0t s im0 cov oo Al degenn g (Foong Loaydfer
Sbin s Wiy 4 B i £ -,g,el..\o....f-.'..'....m

) r‘jn(rh nq - .

lﬁ‘&% e (/&am\{wu., o #els ).,i-.;(-v‘ .
fa-‘a(rﬁnm/ﬂd‘?wrﬁ-“ P n((a.)u/} P B
Hierener 7&&1((://-‘-? R v leer o
28 rrcorer ol v capFE b coviodye ol
o #licid FEP ot
fr}r-?(f.f,.({./,_:

;” i
aporens o meast St Fone
g ngfa . Ayee
.ﬁ‘d..lfy i baslifo ooy o m?.fx),;
\ fn-(.. T iy Fhiconoesid annoten Fre diinn e celboerie”
fronwenirop 2o fu coorcredtd
PP ] !-'m-f B Cfone bnz Fivranet o £F. ool o Fr oo
4 [ Ao At £3ifonnd g ok By m..mm.:?«w Lo
YRR L R s N Fanse vt pffy et
e e el o coger oA
i CFoaden
J-‘ LA LOLD 4 frecraeaneriers P
tle. earafond O -
¢ Ses ol $Ees Fnf /&.Jwa
g1 vl ol A4
eshoen of der bl o #67 Ares oy webias 15

fv.7!¢n.(n\f4.,¢ ...;r,m. rfx ciplig,

R EE S )

T e A

Heowned o oo coe

R B

flefra

RIF10EREMEHEHBNHE
g ZAEEHOIEEH > 1898 F
Letter Commendatory by the Archbishop of
Canterbury for the Rev’d. loseph Charles Hoare
as Bishop of Victoria, 1898
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(DELRALFFEMSL)
The prayer and writing desk of Bishop Hoare
(Courtesy of St. Stephen’s Girls’ School)
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Chinese Anglican Church Body

Incorporation Ordinance (1902)

The Chinese Church Body Incorporation Ordinance of 1902 provided for
the legal incorporation of Chinese Anglican Churches in Hong Kong. This
meant, in effect, that Chinese Christians could legally become
Anglicans, and the Chinese Anglican parishes were given a separate
formal legal governing structure and were recognized as associated with
the Church of England. Government ordinances were an integral part of
Anglican beginnings in Hong Kong in the 19th century and they indicate
the close relationship between Church and State after Hong Kong

became a British colony.

An "Ordinance"” in Hong Kong is a law or act of the legislature. In
British legal tradition, which applied to Hong Kong as a British colony,
churches and religious bodies were established by law under
"corporations”, that is self-governing legal persons which could hold

and dispose of property.

The 1902 Ordinance established for the first time the Chinese Anglican
Church Body as a separate corporation to govern the Chinese Anglican
Church in Hong Kong. It was made up of the Bishop of Victoria
("Victoria" was roughly what is now Central), Chinese and non-Chinese
clergy, delegates elected by the "vestries” (individual churches'’
governing bodies, now "parish councils”") and the secretary of the
Church Missionary Society (for as long as the Chinese Anglican churches

were using the Society's buildings or depended on its help).

There were minor amendments in 1911, 1912, 1924, 1950, and 1964. The
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most recent amendments, in 1995, were more substantial. Its name was
changed to "Church Body of the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui Ordinance”
("Sheng Kung Hui" % 7™ § being the Chinese name of the Anglican
church in Hong Kong), terminology was modernized, and it was revised
in light of Hong Kong's return to China in 1997 and the establishment of
the Anglican Province of Hong Kong in 1998. The Archbishop, the new
provincial Chancellor and archdeacons from the three dioceses replaced
the Bishop of Victoria, the Church Missionary Society was deleted, and
an Executive Committee became the new governing body, made up of
members of the full Church Body and able to further delegate its

powers.

There are 50 government ordinances associated with the HKSKH. These
include the Bishop of Victoria Incorporation Ordinance, the Church of
England Trust Ordinance, the Council of St. Paul’s Co-Educational
College Ordinance and many others. They were issued between 1875 and
1989. The ordinances are public documents, issued in English and

available online.

We are grateful to lames Dunlap for his contribution to this

interpretation.
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CHINESE ANGLICAN CHURCH BODY. o, 18 of 1902.
N, 18 of 1002
Ta ,puu Incorporation af the Church Rody of the
Gin-m IIIJ'M Chwrch in Homghang
[_ﬂ.l.h June, 1002,
l&'ﬂn-ﬂﬂnm Anglican Cliaeeh Tody Incorparstion Cpdinanes,

2 Tn this Ondinance—

“The Rishop" weane the Tishap of the Cheredi of P.nglrmﬂ
residing and albeinting af Vietorin

“Chinese Church Tiody™ meana the Chorch RBody of the Chinese
Anglican Charch b Hangkong eonatituled a4 follows (1) the

whea ghall D chuiroan ; t.l chairnian of the Churel

Body appointed by the Rishop by
ardained

S the
Bishiop, and all clergy of nan-Chites: pea whio e acting ustairs ol
woch Churches and Chapels with such lieence as aforesil ; 111 e
delegates appointed by the vestris of the Chiness Clurcles sl

Society known we the Church Missinnary Socioty, or i deprident
on the help of that Society in education or other work, the secre
tary in Hanghong of the Church Misicnary Society |

* Vestry " swvans the body constitated in wanner provided I
the regalations mado by the Chiness Church Tody for the manage.
ment of each phnn of worship eatalilialed iy it ©

* Dhelegutea ™ means th delegates. olocted

mannor provided by the reguistions made by the ¢
Tiody,

3. A certifieate undor the hanid of the Bishop, or (in i
from the Colany) of the vicochainman of the Clinese Church 5
Hody that any persona therein numed are the persons constituting Ly
wuch Body, or that any regulations annesed fo sl voifieste are
the regulations of the Chiness (o :
for all purposes an sufficient proof of the fset that aneh personn arn
the persona eanstititing sach Tody, or that sach regulatiane wera
duly made and are in foree.

i
2 ad

Wer Mo 180102 CHINE Ncmhm" CHURGH BODY.

Insurpers: 411 The Chiness Charch Body shall be s body eorporate
m‘uﬂumd’"ﬂmlﬂtﬂnﬂydlﬁeﬁimmmm
in Hongkong ™' (heroinafter referred to as the corporation).

21 The corparation by the rame aforessid shall have perpetual
succession, wnd shall and may sie and be ssed d0 sl Courts, and
abesll and may have and wso @ connnon sesl, and moy bresk, ehangs,
alter wid make anew the sid soal ax (o Ibe&-pmlhnm} aeern
it

Pomedolesd 43y Tl corporation shall lave power s sequire, aocept leases of,

P puarehesse, tiko, bold and ey uny linds, uillings, messaages or
Iumumuaf what natire ar kind soever and whsersssover siluated,
e alsa to fovest maness upan mortgage ol any lands, builfings,
mwsiajges ar tenements, or opon the modgages, debontures,
wiocka, Ninds, shares ar securities of sny corparation or company,
uind also e purchase, mwiw amd possean goods and chattels of
what mture and kind

(41 Tha aﬂ'mllthn whall further have power by deed onidor its
weal to grant, sell, convey, assign, sureender, nnhm partition,
wield np. mortgage, demise, reassign, trnsfor or othorwise dispose

¥ 1|M|. busildings. messiages, tesements, mortages, debon.

wiocks, funds. shares, of peeurities, or ponds and chattels,

which arn vesied in or belong 10 the corpomtion npon such terms
a4 o the corpomation may seem fit.

B, Al dleods, documents and ofher matruments equiring the seal
of fhe corportion shall e scaled therewilh in the presence of the
Tiishop, or {in his sbsenes from fhe Colony) of the vicechaiman,
anal shall alsa be igned by the Bishop, or by suel viee-chairman,
in whase eastady the sl shall e kept.

€. Xothing lerein contained shall affect or be deomed to affect
the eighis of His Majosty ihe King

Ho. 19 of 1802, repreuled hy No. 34 of 1000,

No. 20 of 1908, incorporated in ¥or. 1 of 1875,
e by ¥a. 20 ot FaI1, Ne. 1 il 1013 aik o, 48 of 1012
lu-—uuuluml.klum—lhouma
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REGULATIONS
FOR THE SELi SUPPORT AND SELF-GOVERNMENT OF THE

Ghinege Pranch

OF THE

Hnglican Gommunion

IN

HONGEKONG.

(BBEZBKE O EMG)
Regulations for the self-support and
self-government of the Chinese Branch
of the Anglican Communion in Hong Kong

1910
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The Founding of the Chung Hua

Sheng Kung Hui
(the Holy Catholic Church of China)

The Anglican-Episcopal Church was brought to China by missionaries, from
the United States, Great Britain and Canada, and later Australia. Different
dioceses had different origins, and there was no generalized church order or
national structure. British and American bishops met in 1899, 1903 and 1909
to try to resolve issues of jurisdiction, terminology and the various Chinese

versions of the Book of Common Prayer.

The 1909 meeting was to help prepare for the founding of the Chung Hua
Sheng Kung Hui, which was the first Protestant (or non-Roman) national
church structure in the country. The first General Synod met at St. lohn’s
University, Shanghai, on 26 April, 1912. Eleven diocesan bishops were in
attendance; 39 clergy, 19 of whom were Chinese; and 32 lay people, 28 of
whom were Chinese. Bishop Charles Perry Scott (1847-1927) of the Diocese
of North China was elected chair. Beginning in 1913, the eleven dioceses and
missionary areas held their own General Synods, including the Diocese of

South China, of which the Diocese of Victoria was apart.

The HKSKH held an academic conference on the occasion of the centennial of
the founding of the CHSKH in 2012 entitled, “Sheng Kung Hui - Looking to
the future: Anglican-Episcopal History in China and its Impact on the Hong
Kong Sheng Kung Hui.” Selected papers have been published in Christian
Encounters with Chinese Culture: Essays on Anglican and Episcopal History in
China (Hong Kong University Press, 2015), edited by Philip L. Wickeri.
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Christian Encounters
with Chinese Culture

Essays on Anglican and Episcopal History in China

rainasy Philip L. Wickeri

Christian Encounters with Chinese Culture: Essays on Anglican and Episcopal History in China
(Hong Kong University Press, 2015 )

"@#HdL RLIAR  RETLNCERRXAABABELNCHER ) $1HMI€ > 2012
Academic conference “Sheng Kung Hui - Looking to the future: Anglican-Episcopal History in China and its
Impact on the Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui.” , 2012
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Shanghai Missionary Conference, 1887
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